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pained and puzzled his admirers that the prophet
should have little honour from his own fellows.
In his struggle for a Labour Party that should
be independent, self-sufficient, he had to beat
down as much opposition from the masses as
from the classes. He found it scarcely less hard
to convince the poor and oppressed of the neces-
sity of Socialism than to win assent from those
having great possessions. He was to fight from
that August day onward, as he had fought many
years before it, for the principle that government
should aim at the greatest happiness of the greatest
number, and should use every meansa economic
as well as political, to secure it.
In th^s endeavour he had ranged against him
the trade union leaders, the worker M.P.s, the
great mass of those whose cause he pleaded.
Keir Hardie believed in democracy as the least
objectionable form of government, but he never
said he believed in the wisdom or even the com-
mon sense of the crowd. His nature and his
experience saved him from that, and he never
professed beliefs he did not hold.
When he was born, on the fifteenth of August,
1856, his father was a ship's carpenter, who could
just manage to keep his family at home in Lanark-
shire above the starvation line. They had a one-
roomed house such as was common in Scotland.
The mother worked on a farm. At six the boy
began to contribute to the family living. He ran
errands at first, then he was taken into a shipping
office as a messenger. Schooling he had none,